Business District Vision Planning Process Begun
(Wayne County Mail — 9/27/07)

ONTARIO - More than 30 persons
participated in the first community
workshop conducted to develop a vision
plan for the business district and
surrounding area in Ontario.

Ontario’s Masonic Lodge hosted the
event, sponsored by the board of
managers of the Business Improvement
District Saturday, Sept. 22 from 11 a.m.
tolp.m.

Local residents joined with community
leaders, business and property owners,
many from the business district, and
town officials to review pros and cons of
the current structures, services, amenities
and design of the business district and
outline what resources or options would
change or improve them.

In addition to comments and suggestions
about existing services, the gathering
included tape recording of comments by
participants on their memories of
Ontario’s past business achievements
success, potential themes and design
ideas for the business district and
brainstorming numerous ideas to explore
future needs and opportunities.

Graduate students from the Center for
Community Design Research at the
SUNY College of Environmental
Science and Forestry at Syracuse
Preparation handled organization and
management of the workshop. New
York Pizzeria donated pizza for lunch
and the Ontario branch of the Bank of
America donated bottled water. Marian
Mazzura and a committee from the
Business Improvement District prepared
cheese and cracker trays for the working

groups.

These workshops and the vision plan is
funded by a grant from the NY'S Office
of Small Cities and the town of Ontario.
The second in the series of community
workshops is scheduled for Saturday,
Nov. 10 at 10 a.m. at the Immanuel
United church of Christ on Main Street.
This workshop will review the draft of a
vision plan, based on result of the recent
workshop, and explore alternative ways
to achieve the vision.

The public is encouraged and welcome
to attend.

HAMLET OF ONTARIO
VISION WORKSHOPS

explore ideas for the future of
Downtown Ontario.






